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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Whitby  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  have,  as  on  previous  years,  divided  my  Annual  Report 
into  Four  Sections,  as  follows  : — 

ist.  Summary  of  Action  taken  during  the  year  for 
preventing  the  spread  of  disease. 

2nd.  An  Account  of  the  State  of  the  District  generally 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

3rd.  An  Account  of  the  Enquiries  I  have  made,  or 
caused  to  be  made,  as  to  the  conditions  injurious  to  health 
existing  in  the  district,  and  of  the  proceedings  in  which  I 
have  taken  part  or  advised  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875, 
so  far  as  such  proceedings  relate  to  those  conditions,  and  also 
an  account  of  the  supervision  exercised  by  me,  and  by  my 
advice  for  sanitary  purposes  over  places  and  houses,  that  the 
Sanitary  Authority  has  power  to  regulate,  also  the  action  taken 
by  me  or  by  my  advice  in  regard  to  offensive  trades. 

4th.  Tabular  Statement  of  the  Sickness  and  Mortality 
within  the  district,  classified  according  to  diseases,  ages  and 
localities. 

SECTION  I. 

The  year  has  been  such  an  exceptional  one  that  my 
duties  under  this  section  have  been  remarkably  light.  The 
deaths  from  zymotic  disease  have  only  numbered  three,  viz.  : 
one  from  measles  complicated  with  broncho-pneumonia,  and 
which  should  scarcely  swell  our  zymotic  death  rate,  as  the 
death  took  place  thirty-five  days  after  the  child  was  attacked 
with  measles,  and  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  complication,  rather 
than  to  the  attack  of  measles ;  one  from  puerperal  septicmia, 
and  the  other  from  erysipelas  occurring  in  a  person  over 
seventy  years  of  age.  During  the  year  1893  twenty  deaths 
were  returned  as  due  to  zymotic  disease.  The  population  of 
the  district  is  something  like  13,261,  and  the  three  deaths 
mentioned  as  occurring  from  zymotic  disease  gives  a  death 
rate  from  such  causes  of  0.2  per  1,000.  Looking  at  Whitby  as 
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a  health  and  seaside  resort,  this  must  be  considered  a  very 
satisfactory  state  of  things,  and  will,  I  think,  compare 
favourably  with  any  other  health  resort  in  the  kingdom. 

One  case  only  has  been  treated  in  the  hospital  for 
infectious  diseases,  that  being  a  case  of  scarlatina,  which  was 
removed  from  a  cottage  in  Church  Street ;  no  other  case 

occurred  in  the  house. 

SECTION  II. 

Under  the  Compulsory  Notification  of  Diseases  Act,  the 
following  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  notified  to  me. 
Scarlet  fever,  7 ;  erysipelas,  19 ;  diphtheria,  4 ;  croup,  3 ; 

typhoid  fever,  7  ;  paerperal  fever,  1.  All  these  Tcases  have  been 
inquired  into,  and  wherever  sanitary  defects  have  been  found 
in  the  dwellings,  notice  has  been  served  on  the  owners.  Two 
of  the  typhoid  cases  were  imported,  and  a  second  case  occurred 
in  one  house,  probably  from  infection.  Two  of  the  scarlet 
fever  cases  were  imported,  one  occurred  in  a  visitor  who  came 
from  a  district  where  scarlet  fever  was  prevalent,  though  not 
from  an  infected  house.  Two  of  the  cases  of  diphtheria 

occurred  in  one  house ;  the  second  case,  I  believe,  arose  from 

infection. 

There  are  three  common  lodging-house  in  the  district, 
and  these  are  regularly  inspected  once  a  month ;  they  are 
white-washed  twice  yearly ;  and  your  Inspector  always  finds 
them  in  a  clean  state.  No  infectious  disease  has  occurred  in 
any  of  them  during  the  year. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  inspected  by  your  Inspector 
and  myself  twice  yearly,  besides  which  there  is  a  constant 
supervision  in  our  daily  rounds. 

The  slaughter  houses  and  lairs  are  inspected  twice  a 
week  by  your  Inspector,  the  district  is  very  badly  in  want  of  a 
public  slaughter  house,  the  principal  one  in  the  district  has 
been  ordered  by  your  Board  to  be  closed,  it  is  badly  situated 
being  in  close  proximity  to  dwelling-houses  and  the  public 
market.  The  flooring  is  bad  and  broken,  causing  lodgement 
of  blood,  See.,  and  is  much  too  small  to  be  generally  useful. 
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Notice  has  been  served  on  the  owner  to  abate  the  nuisance, 
but  he  prefers  to  close  it.  Sooner  or  later  a  public  slaughter¬ 
house  will  have  to  be  provided,  either  by  your  Board  or  as  a 
private  investment.  A  large  number  of  the  butchers  slaughter 
in  the  shops  where  meat  is  exposed  for  sale,  which  is  very 
objectionable  as  many  of  these  shops  are  small ;  and,  I  think 
if  a  suitable  place  was  provided  it  would  be  pretty  generally 
used.  No  case  has  come  under  my  notice  during  the  year  of 
exposing  meat  unfit  for  food.  And  only  two  cases  of  nuisances 
arising  from  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises,  and  these 
were  under  exceptional  circumstances,  but  they  go  to  prove 
the  necessity  for  further  accommodation. 

CHOLERA. — During  the  year  ten  cases  of  persons  coming 
into  the  district  from  infected  places  have  been  reported,  these 
have  all  been  visited  by  your  Inspector,  and  without  exception 
found  to  be  in  good  health. 

SECTION  III. 

A  great  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  condition 
of  the  yards  in  the  district,  due  principally  to  the  Board  taking 
the  cleansing  and  sweeping  of  these  parts  instead  of  leaving  it 
to  the  occupiers  to  do,  still  in  this  respect  there  is  more  to  be 
done;  and  I  should  like  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  to 
the  Channelling  of  some  of  the  yards  in  Church  Street:  Notably 
Long  Steps,  Frank’s  and  Elbow  Yards,  which  are  in  a  very 
bad  state,  and  there  is  a  constant  lodgement  of  filth,  in  spite 
of  the  daily  sweeping  by  the  Board’s  servants. 

PRIVIES. — The  Inspector  has  served  noties  on  105  owners 
of  property  for  unsatisfactory  and  dilapidated  privy  accommo¬ 
dation,  many  of  the  floors  are  formed  of  brick,  some  have  no 
flooring  at  all,  and  others  of  wood,  in  all  these  cases  the 
owners  have  been  served  with  notices  to  have  cement  floors 
and  sides  up  to  seat,  and  to  provide  galvanised  iron  pans 
instead  of  wooden  ones,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  properly 
ventilated ;  all  these  notices  have  been  complied  with.  Eleven 
notices  have  been  severed  for  accuinlations  of  decaying  animal 
matter,  and  one  for  a  nuisance  arisng  from  keeping  pigs  in  too 
close  proximity  to  dwelling  houses. 
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DRAINS. — Notices  have  been  served  on  forty-three 
owners  whose  property  was  defective  from  choked  or  untrapped 
drains,  all  of  which  have  been  attended  to  without  having 
recourse  to  Magisterial  proceedings.  I  should  like  to  urge  on 
the  Board  the  necessity  of  providing  additional  shafts  for 
ventilating  the  sewers.  Some  of  the  Street  Ventilators  are  very 
offensive,  notably  one  at  the  top  of  Henrietta  Street,  which  is 
only  a  few  feet  from  the  door  of  a  dwelling  house.  I  believe  your 
Surveyor  has  this  in  hand  and  is  endeavouring  to  arrange  with 
one  of  the  property  owners  to  put  a  shaft  near  the  Cliff. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION.— I  hope  now  the  long 
vexed  question  of  hospital  accommodation  may  be  settled,  and 
that  before  the  close  of  1895  we  shall  have  a  hospital  of  a 
permanent  character,  a  suitable  site  has,  after  long  enquiry, 
been  found,  the  owner  arranged  with,  and  it  is  now  pending 
the  approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  Inspector 
from  the  Local  Government  Board  seemed  to  approve  of  the 
site.  The  Members  of  the  late  Local  Board  did  not  decide 
about  the  structure,  and  it  will  be  for  the  District  Council 
to  decide  whether  or  not  we  shall  have  a  permanent  structure, 
or  the  old  wooden  structure  shall  be  removed  from  its  present 
site  to  the  new  one.  I  should  like  to  say  that  in  my  mind 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  building  should  be  a  permanent 
one.  I  think  the  public  would  be  more  likely  to  use  it,  and  in 
the  long  run,  it  would  not  be  more  expensive.  The  present 
building  might  be  utilised  for  small  pox  cases. 

SECTION  IV. 

The  year  throughout  has  been  an  unusually  healthy  one. 
In  several  of  my  reports  I  have  spoken  of  the  very  high  infant 
mortality,  this  year  I  can  congratulate  the  Council  on  the 
decrease  in  that  particular,  only  23  deaths  having  been 
registered  during  the  year,  under  12  months ;  this  is  very 
satisfactory  when  compared  with  93  in  1893,  and  38  in  1892. 
The  following  are  the  causes  of  death  and  the  ages  at  which 
these  deaths  occurred  : — 

Croup . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Diseases  of  the  Brain  ..  ..  ..  ..  21 

Natural  Decay  . .  . .  . .  . .  22 
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Phthisis 

Diseases  of  the  Heart.. 

Cancer 

Gastric  Irritation 
Diseases  of  the  Liver 
Septiccemia 

Inflamatory  diseases  of  the  Chest 

Peritonitis 

Teething 

Premature  Birth  and  Congenital  Debility 

Chronic  Alcoholism 

Child  Birth 

Senile  Gangrene 

Thrush 

Diseases  of  the  Bladder 
Coroner’s  Inquests — 

Accidents  3,  Natural  Causes  2 
Diseases  of  the  Kidneys 
Hernia 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

Acute  Intestinal  Obstruction 

Rodent  Ulcer 

Gastric  Ulcer 

Enteritis 

Erysipelas 

Marasmus 

Measles 

A.  Rheumatism 


H 

27 

12 

5 

2 

1 

19 

1 

1 

1 2 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 

5 

4 
1 

5 
1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 
1 
1 


Total 


AGES. — Under  1  year 

Between  1  and  5  . . 

Between  5  and  15  . . 

Between  15  and  25  . . 

Between  25  and  50  . . 

Over  60  years 

76  were  Males  and  93  Females 
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23 

1 1 

2 

5 

50 

78 


16  Deaths  occurred  in  the  Union  Workhouse,  1  in  the 
first  quarter,  6  in  the  second,  3  in  the  3rd,  and  7  in  the  fourth. 


The  Death  Rate  for  the  year  is  12.6  per  1,000. 

Births.  — During  the  year  309  Births  have  been  registered, 
which  gives  a  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  of  23.3  per 
1,000,  of  these  8  were  illegitimate. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 


T.  TINLEY,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  the  Whitby  Urban  District  Council. 
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